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attempt was made to produce witnesses to say that, while
in the Tower, he had denied the King's supremacy. He
was at the time too sick to ride from the Tower to West-
minster Hall and was carried much of the way by water.
He was easily found guilty and condemned to the usual
death at Tyburn for High Treason, but this was changed, of
the King's goodness, to beheading on Tower Hill. The
sentence of June 17 was carried out on the ssnd, before a
great concourse of people, who were horrified at the emaci-
ated figure which emerged when his garments were stripped
from him. He had been too weak to walk to the scaffold,
but his usual high courage shone through all the final
actions of his long life. He was not permitted to say much,
and only explained that he was dying because he would
not deny one of the articles of the Catholic Faith, and asked
for the prayers of the bystanders " that at the very point and
instant of death's stroke, I may in that very moment stand
steadfast, without fainting in any one point of the Catholic
faith, free from any fear." It is related that the procession
from the Tower had halted a few minutes at the outer
precinct, till it was ascertained that the Sheriffs were already
at the scaffold, and that the Bishop opened the New Testa-
ment which he was carrying, and prayed, saying: " O Lord,
this is the last time that ever I shall open this book, let some
comfortable place now chance unto me, whereby I, thy poor
servant, may glorify thee in this my last hour/' and, opening
the book, read in the seventeenth chapter of St. John's
Gospel: " Haec est autem vita aeterna. . . . This is life
eternal, that they may know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I have glorified thee
upon earth, I have finished the work that thou gavest me
to do."
Politically, however, the execution of More and Fisher was
a successful stroke. It was now doubly plain that no one
was safe who should oppose the royal wilL The execution
of a Cardinal, after the French King had specially pleaded
for his life, showed that neither rank nor influence would
avail the King's subjects. The policy of ruthlessness and
of the strong hand succeeded, and Henry made himself
master of the clergy, not only over their property, but over
the doctrines they were to teach.
Fisher was cast in the mediaeval mould, a bishop of the
old order of Christendom, a man who would have been
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